Harassment of Kashmiris Outside Continues…

Almost daily the reports are appearing in the media about the intimidation and harassment of Kashmiri students outside J&K. The student community in J&K is already on the receiving end due to the ongoing conflict and many parents in J&K are forced to send their children to different parts of India to gain an education. However, with the passage of time, there is a growing intolerance among Indians regarding Kashmiris in general and Kashmiri students in particular. 

Besides Kashmiri students, the business community of Kashmiris, who are in India for business purposes, is facing a lot of problems. The Kashmiri students in India have been put under the scanner. They are being arrested and attacked in the educational institutions and a severe campaign has started as the one that happened at Mewar University in Rajasthan as it was alleged that some Kashmiri students were cooking beef. The Kashmiri students were charged under section 151 Cr.P.C and kept in a police station. 

In another instant, they are being framed under sedition charges for supporting a particular cricket team. After the Jadavpur University in Kolkata and after the student's protests there, the Kolkata police is asking the university authorities to give the details of the Kashmiri students. Police officials are stating that there are details which have come from the Central Intelligence Agencies and that their dossiers have been prepared. The harassment is not just confined to educational institutions or with Kashmiri students alone but these days being a Kashmiri doing anything outside J&K media can invite harassment and abuse. The harassment has trickled down to the lowest levels. Kashmiris are not getting rented houses. 

In jails too, the Kashmiri inmates are being attacked and are being humiliated by other jail mates. There have been incidences of mysterious deaths of Kashmiri traders. One dead body of an old Kashmiri man was lying at Ajmir, one Kashmiri poet was thrown out of the train and later on cremated by Punjab police. The Kashmiri employees with some exception are facing differential treatment from their employers.  The notorious Delhi police cell has been implicating Kashmiris in false and frivolous charges and in innumerable cases, young people including students have been jailed for the false “terrorist” charges and finally after 10 – 15 years they have been acquitted by the courts without paying them any compensation. This apartheid attitude towards Kashmiris is not only from the govt. institutions but it have trickled down to the societal level also where common people call Kashmiris as agents. The use of the word 'terrorist' was quite normal from the right-wing fringe element but since the fringe element has taken the centre stage and is ruling the Indian govt. and it is radicalizing and controlling all the institutions in India for its saffron agenda, so in this scenario, the Kashmiris are further victimized. 

Besides Kashmiris, even the Indian Muslims are facing the heat from the present government. This systematic and institutional victimization of Kashmiris outside J&K in India is not an isolated matter but a routine that has to be highlighted before the international community. It becomes more so important when the jingoistic and chauvinist media in India constantly flare up the matter and are never tired of demonizing Kashmiris.


“DO YOU REMEMBER KUNAN-POSHPORA” BOOK RELEASED 

The Informative Missive 	18 	February 2016

February 24: On the 25th anniversary of Kunan Poshpora mass rape 1991 the book titled “Do You Remember Kunan-Poshpora” was released by the three Kunan Poshpora rape survivors in a local hotel Sahara City, Grand Mumtaz in Srinagar. The book, dedicated to the Kunan Poshpora rape survivors, has been authored by five young Kashmiri women – aged between 23 and 28 – Samreen Mushtaq, Ifrah Butt, Essar Batool, Natasha Manzoor and Munaza Rashid.  The book was published by Zubaana publications as a part of its eight-volume series on “Sexual Violence and Impunity in South Asia”. Officially it was released at the Jaipur Literature Festival in January.
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)The book release was attended by people from different walks of life; doctors, civil rights activists, journalists, writers and students. The spacious hotel hall was packed with many participants attended the function standing due to lack of space. 
The 228-page book documents the case details and discusses how “rape has been used as a weapon of war and terror in Kashmir”. The book actually stems from the five women’s instrumental effort in re-opening the Kunan Poshpora case. 
The book is divided into seven chapters titled: Kunan Poshpora and Women in Kashmir, Sexual Violence and Impunity in Kashmir, That Night in Kunan Poshpora, Life in Kunan Poshpora Today, Inquires and Impunity, People Who Remember and The Recent Struggle: An Insider’s View. The book contains records of police investigation, victims’ medical records, and civil society’s perspectives on the case. The survivors’ accounts presented in the book recreate the gory episode with chilling details.
An interaction session was conducted after the release of the book, which was moderated by a senior journalist Reyaz Masroor, currently working for BBC Urdu service. Four of the authoresses, as one of the authoress out of station, talked in detail about enthusiasms and fears they put in to pen down the book. 
	The book release was shifted from hotel Grand Mumtaz at Maulana Azad road to Sahara City sister concern of Grand Mumtaz, as police had warned the hotel administration for allowing the book release.  Shifting the release venue disturbed the organizers and participants but was later well-managed. 
In her welcome address, Essar Batool, one of the authoresses, shared her experiences in dealing with Kunan Poshpora case with the audiences. She threw light on the support extended by the Kunan Poshpora survivors to the writers of the book, without which the book would not have been possible. She also highlighted the importance of commemorating 23rd February as Women’s Resistance Day.  She lauds the survivors for showing great strength and courage to sustain the struggle against injustice for over two decades. She also wooed the younger generation to step forward for highlighting such cases and overcome the state fear. She said onus lies on the younger generation to stand for the truth for better future. 
Thereafter, she invited three women and two male survivors of Kunan Poshpora to release the book. The book was released amid massive media presence and dedicated to Kunan Poshpora victims/survivors. 
	Riyaz Masroor starts with underscoring the difficulties one faces while highlighting the truth in conflict zones.  He asked Urvashi Butalia from Zubaan publications, who had travelled from Delhi to attend the book release, to share her experiences on working with young Kashmiri writers and the difficulties she faces. In her reply Butalia said, it is always difficult to confront the state.  She said, the stories written by the authoresses of the book were important for them at Zubaan. She underscored that elder people, in India, do know about Kunan Poshpora incident while the challenge is how to make aware the new generation. This book is an attempt in that direction. 
Butalia further said, the Kunan Poshpora survivors are still on the journey for justice. She said Zubaan publication has history of 32 years of publication and they are committed to highlight the women related issues, and are always prepared to face difficulties. She had high praises for the authoresses for showing grace in documenting the sufferings of Kunan Poshpora incident.  
Ifra Butt while sharing her experiences with Kunan Poshpora issue said, the group has faced innumerable challenges from the day it has decided to take up the case. The young writer said, they face different and difficult situations while filing the PIL in High Court to fight the Kunan Poshpora case. She explained the difficulties that how the number of petitioners dropped from one hundred to fifty-five only. As the court asked for I-Cards of the petitioners, only 55 stood the ground while the others opted out citing different reasons.  She further said, they (the young girls) still keep the hope that motivates them and decided to move on. Today, she said, they are enough happy to keep the long struggle going and were able to produce a well documented memoir. 
Another authoress, Munaza Rashid, a young lawyer who has drafted the Kunan Poshpora PIL, said that the mass rape was planned in advance as evident from the official records / documents. Simply applying common sense one could found the soldiers guilty of mass rape and torture. Even by the army’s own admission that night, the army was divided into four groups Alpha, Beta, Charlie and Bravo. She said, some soldiers were on inner cordon and some were deployed on outer cordon. Soldiers on inner cordon as well on outer cordon raped the women as they replaced each other for committing the crime.  
Munaza said, the women group has gathered all the importance evidence enough to prove the soldiers guilt. She also highlighted the role played by a police constable Abdul Gani, now dead. She said on witnessing the army raping the women indiscriminately, this policeman made every possible attempt to save the women but got ruthlessly beaten by the soldiers. He (policeman) even literally begged before the army to stop but that didn’t help. She praised the courage shown by this policeman in an extreme adverse situation. 
Natasha Rather, a social worker, who also played an important role in highlighting the Kunan Poshpora mass rape, underscored the importance of discussing the phenomenon of rape, which otherwise people in Kashmir choose not to discuss only favours the perpetrators. The oppressor doesn’t want any discourse on the crimes it has committed on people. There are difficulties, there is a stigma attached to it, but we need to overcome the hurdles. Discussions will surely encourage others to come forward to join the fight against the rape.  It is not easy to talk with a rape victim to share her experiences, but it is the strength of Kunan Poshpora survivors, which inspires us to put an end to this stigma which they have done in 90’s. 
Essar Batool while sharing her experiences with Kunan Poshpora case said state has left no stone unturned to humiliate and break the survivors will. After the shameful incident, the army put the cordon around the area to prevent victims from filing the case and also blocked media. B.G. Verghese from Press Counsel of India scripted a biased report to drape the truth to bail-out the perpetrators. It still remains a big question whether he had ever visited Kunan Poshpora or not.  He instead of reaching to the truth blamed the victims / survivors for acting on the behest of militants to defame the army. 
 Batool said, of late then Divisional Commissioner Kashmir, Wajahat Habibullah claimed that the important points of his report were removed. Even after the filing PIL, he still maintained “either something happened that night or it was a hoax.” There were all efforts from the state to defame the victims by proving them wrong. 
She further said, despite of all the mess orchestrated by the state Kunan Poshpora sustained its struggle. Even the SHRC has recommended compensation to the victims and re-opening of the case. The police filed its closure report a week before filing of PIL.  Strangely the case was closed as untraced.  
She while highlighting the hurdles created by the army said, there was another attempt from the army as it filed a revision petition in the Kupwara court with the intent to tire the victims and petitioners.  During hearings at Kupwara court, there were intimidations from the army and counsel for the army Karnail Singh who often named rape victims during the hearings. All the tactics were employed to discourage the victims and frustrate them.    
	At the end of the programme a brief interaction session was held between authoresses and audience. The audience shared their observations about the programme and hurled some questions to the writers.  

TWO CIVILIANS KILLED NEAR ENCOUNTER SITE IN KASHMIR’S PULWAMA

Feb 14: Two civilians including a 22-year-old girl were killed and six others injured when government forces opened fire at protestors, who were protesting near the encounter site to break up the ongoing cordon to pave safe passage to holed-up militants in Pulwama district of south Kashmir. Government ordered probe into the killings.
 The slain civilians have been identified as Mir Asif Farooq son of Mohammad Farooq Mir resident of Ratnipura Pulwama and a girl Shaista Hamid daughter of Abdul Hamid Bhat of Lelhar in the district. Mir Asif and Shaista were removed to district hospitals, Pampore and Pulwama, where the doctors declared the duo dead. 
Police and army had cordoned the area after receiving a tip off about the presence of militants in Khanday Mohalla in the district.
On February 15, Deputy Commissioner Pulwama Niraj Kumar ordered a magisterial inquiry into the killings of the two students and appointed additional deputy commissioner Shahbaz Ahmad Mirza as inquiry officer. The inquiry will be completed within 15 days.
“Since many versions about the civilian killings are coming so far but what circumstances led to the incident will be ascertained during the probe,” the DC told media.
 He said that the first installment of ex gratia relief of Rs 1 lakh each has also been sanctioned to the families of the deceased civilians.
“Besides the relief will also be sanctioned to the injured on the basis of the severity of their injuries,” DC said.
The doctors who attended the injured of the firing incident said most of the civilians injured were hit by bullets and teargas shells above the waist.
Three of the injured persons-- Amir Gul, Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din and Muhammad Yousuf Mir-- were battling severe injuries at SMHS hospital.
Amir Gul, a 12th class student from Lelhar Pulwama, continues to be in critical condition as doctors removed his spleen after teargas shell hit him in abdomen.
“The impact of the shell was such that it had ruptured his spleen into pieces. We had to conduct emergency surgery to remove it,” doctors said.
His brother Aijaz Ahmad alleged that police and army men resorted to indiscriminate firing and lobbed teargas shells on youth at a play ground killing one youth.
Another injured person admitted in the hospital was hit by bullets in abdomen. Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din, 40, was admitted in Ward No 10 of SMHS Hospital and his condition continues to be critical as bullet has perforated his internal organs including colon and stomach.
According to doctors, bullet has damaged his intestines “as it had hit him directly on the abdomen”.
“We are closely monitoring his condition as the perforated injury has left edema around his internal organs. Though we have repaired his colon and gastric perforations but there is apprehension of sepsis if we won’t take care,” doctors said.
Talking to media, Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din said he was outside his uncle’s home at Lelhar where he had gone to attend the engagement function of his cousin when “army fired indiscriminately at the civilians after coming back from the encounter”. 
Another man, Muhammad Yousuf Mir of Laribal, Pulwama was injured after he was hit by a teargas shell in the head.
Doctors who treated him said the shell had inflicted severe trauma to the head. According to Medical Superintendent, SMHS Hospital, Dr Nazir Choudhary, the hospital received 17 injured persons so far out of which six persons were discharged and six were referred to Bone and Joint Hospital.
“Most of them had bullet and teargas shell injuries above the waist,” he said. 
The Divisional Commissioner during his visit had directed the hospital administrations to ensure better healthcare facilities and treatment to the injured persons so that they do not face any difficulty for want of treatment.
 But the families of two survivors say they have to purchase 90 percent medicines on their own from the market and the treatment for each one was costing them Rs 5000 on an average daily.
“For the past four days, we have spent around Rs 80,000 on treatment of Amir,” says Aijaz Ahmad Mir, the victim’s brother, while showing the receipts of medicines he has purchased from the market
“Government has said that it will bear all expenses on injured person’s treatment, but out of seven medicines prescribed by doctors, we have been purchasing five medicines on our own which cost around Rs 5000 daily.”

DISAPPEARED MAN’S BODY FOUND
POLICE INVESTIGATION A HOAX: FAMILY

On February 26, defaced body of Shabir Ahmad Mir son of Wali Mohammad of Singpora, Baramulla was recovered from an open field at Khursee Nalla, Singpora, Baramulla. He was missing from February 19 after receiving a phone to reach somewhere. Shabir’s father alleged police are not properly investigating the matter only to the advantage of the killers.
Shabir father Wali Mohammad Mir made a detailed narration before The Informative Missive that how his son disappeared and the events that followed.
On February 19, 2016, Shabir Ahmad Mir’s phone rang. The caller was his colleague Mohammad Maqbool Kumhar asking him to reach near Singpora market to discuss some work assignments. Both were masons, often worked together. Momentarily, Shabir left to meet Maqbool. While both were discussing work assignments, Shabir Ahmad received a phone call from someone asking him to reach somewhere. Maqbool when contacted by Shabir’s father told him that after receiving the phone call he asked for his leave and briskly heading in the direction of a road split towards Baramulla and Kalampora areas. 
When Shabir failed to return back that night his father called on his phone number twice at 9 and 10:00 pm. The phone was ringing but nobody picked it up. Then Wali Mohammad presumed that he might have gone to see his ailing father-in-law, as his wife was already there. However, there were some worries for the father, as neither Shabir picked up the phone nor he informed his parents about his presumed visit to his in-laws house. 
Next day, Wali Mohammad again called on his phone; the phone was ringing but no response whatsoever. When he again called, after sometime, the phone rang and went off. The suspicious phone status deepens his worries.   
Then Wali Mohammad contacted all his relatives started from Shabir’s in-laws but nobody has any news of him. On 21 February 2016, around 11 am, Wali Mohammad approached Delina police picket to report Shabir’s disappearance. Police took father’s statement and telling him when anything would be known he would be informed. 
On 26 February, Shabir’s body was spotted in an open field at Khursee Nalla, Singpora, Baramulla. One Ghulam Mohammad Dar after spotting the body informed Wali Mohammad directly because he already knows him. Police took the possession of the body and send it for the autopsy. The phone, with two SIM cards, Shabir’s I-Card and other belongings were intact which were taken into possession by the police. 
Wali Mohammad said, Shabir’s face was disfigured. The flesh was missing from his jaws and nose. His head was blacken as in some acid was sprinkled over it. Unfortunately, media irresponsibly reported the killing as human – animal conflict. The father says the conditions of the body clearly show that Shabir was killed in an organized and well-planned manner. 
 Police when contacted by Wali Mohammad showed scant interest in sharing the details with the family. Wali Mohammad when tried to meet SHO, Baramulla but was avoided. With the time, Wali Mohammad came to know that police had summoned two girls, one from Banghidar, Haigam and another from either Dagiwacha or Watergam. Both were questioned about Shabir’s murder. Also a youth from somewhere was questioned by the police. 
Wali Mohammad said one of the girls probably from Watergam, Baramulla called on his son-in-law Mohammad Amin’s phone enquiring about Shabir. She told Amin that she was trying on Shabir’s number but was unable to reach him. When Amin asked her to reveal her identity she said she knows them all and dropped her phone.
 Wali Mohammad said, Shabir used to receive calls from someone, probably from a girl, in the evening. We don’t know anything about these night calls but we can presume he might have extra-marital relation with the girl who often calls him. Summoning of girls by police further strengthened Wali’s doubt that his son might have some affairs with some girl. 
Wali Mohammad said that police might have enough leads to reach to the culprit as there is deep connection between his murder and the phone call he received the day he disappeared. Shabir’s family is frustrated as to way police are not exerting its efforts to get the culprits. There seem some understanding between police and the perpetrators.   

MASS GRAVES DISCOVERY IMPACT 
VIGILANT VILLAGERS PROTEST BURIAL OF ‘FOREIGN MILITANTS’ WITHOUT BEING IDENTIFIED 

Feb 22: After the nameless, unmarked and mass graves were discovered and made public by International People’s Tribunal in Indian Administered Kashmir (IPTK) and Association of Parents of Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP) in twin districts Baramulla and Kupwara twice in 2008 and 2009; people became vigilant in these remote districts about the clandestine burials by police. 
Soon after the EDI encounter ended, police took the bodies to Pampore police station but refused to hand them over to the local population.
The bodies were then taken to the District Hospital, Baramulla, where a doctor, Khurshid Ahmad, said he conducted their autopsy inside a police vehicle. Dr. Khurshid, who had been called to the vehicle for conducting autopsy, told media, “I completed the formalities.”
Ever since the death of Lashkar-e-Toiba’s Kashmir chief Abu Qasim in November last year, the forces have been burying all Pakistani militants in Uri.
The police had dug three graves for the slain trio in a piece of land behind Higher Secondary School, Bonyar, about 90 km from Srinagar. But the local residents took to streets and protested against the police move and filled the graves with earth. Efforts of the local station house officer to convince the people for the burial failed.
The bodies were later taken to Kitchama village of Baramulla district for burial.
Last month, residents of Badion village in Baramulla had refused to bury three ‘Pakistani militants’ killed in Hajin town, saying ‘they didn’t know whether they have been burying civilians or militants’. The trio was later buried in Bonyar town.
The bodies of the three yet-to-be identified militants killed on February 22 in the Pampore encounter were buried in a graveyard in Kitchama village, 7 km from Uri.
“In 2008, bodies of four militants were buried by the army with the help of a JCB vehicle. The graves were no better than pits. It appalled us all but we couldn’t do anything about it,” Raja Shahid, sarpanch of Trikanjan in Bonyar said.
“The army and police would come during night to bury the dead militants. There are so many graves that have been dug in this manner. In Gagarhill village there are about 12 to 14 graves, in Jabdi village five to six, in Badian four graves, in Peer Bali four graves and in Banali two to three graves,” he said.
Ghulam Mohammad, a former army porter, told media that in 2013 army buried seven unidentified persons in one big pit that was dug with the help of a JCB vehicle. (According to Islamic custom, a grave is dug according to laid down precepts)
“No funeral prayer was offered. In another incident they buried six unidentified militants in one grave in Trikanjan, near the Rest House. Again no prayers were said for the dead men,” he said.
Ghulam Mohammad said he himself used to bury the bodies army or police would bring. He had buried bodies of four militants in 2013.
“Like others I am angry. Those people were buried without following rituals of our religion,” he said, while recalling a “shocking incident” that occurred in 2012.
“Dogs had dug out remains of a few militants from some graves in Uri. There was an agitation against that incident and so many people, including myself, were deeply disturbed. I left the porter job thereafter,” Ghulam Mohammad said.
Mohammad Sharif Sheikh, another porter from the village, said that in Paroo Sector (which is a garrison area) there are several unidentified graves.
“In the past it used to be easy for army to come during night and bury dead bodies of militants in our village and adjacent areas but nowadays we raise our voice and it has become hard for police and army personal to bury dead bodies in secrecy,” Sheikh added.
Station house officer of Boniyar Police Station, Feroz Ahmad while talking to media said, “We only use JCB vehicles when the land is rocky and we bury them with the help of local people who offer proper funeral prayers. We also ensure that there is three to four meters of distance between each grave,” he said.

GUJJAR YOUTH KILLED BY POLICE
OFFICER ATTACHED IN DPL SAMBA AFTER SUSPENSION: POLICE

Feb 23: Traffic on Jammu-Pathankot highway remained blocked for over two hours in Vijaypur by hundreds of Gujjars along with the body of a man who was shot dead allegedly by the police on February 22 in Saroor during the demolition drive.
Angered over the killing of Muhammed Yaqoob son of Rehmat Ali, hundreds of Gujjars assembled on the highway in Vijaypur, laid the body in the middle of the highway and blocked vehicular traffic for over two hours.
They were demanding arrest of SHO Bari Brahmana, Inspector Baharat Sharma who according to them opened fire and allegedly killed Yaqoob without provocation.
“The police have yet not arrested the accused SHO. We were told that he has been suspended and attached to DPL Samba, while magisterial inquiry has been ordered,” said the eyewitnesses.
They said they saw the SHO opening fire on Yaqoob in which he was killed. “We have witnesses and police must book the SHO under murder charges and lodge him in jail,” demanded the elderly protesters.
While tempers ran high among the Gujjar community members who joined the protest coming from different villages of Kathua as well as Samba, some of the community elders talked to the Deputy Inspector General (DIG) Samba-Kathua-Jammu range, Ashkur Wani.
Quoting meeting with the 25 representatives of the community, DIG Ashkur Wani told the protesters that they should lift their dharna and allow vehicular traffic because all the demands have been accepted by the administration and a murder case has also been registered.
However, the protesters repeatedly insisted on the registration of FIR against SHO Bari Brahmana who now has been attached to DPL Samba.
They argued with DIG Ashkur Wani that five people are witness to the bullet fire on nomad which killed him, while another youth Farman Ali was wounded.
“The Divisional Commissioner, Jammu Dr Pawan Kotwal has reversed the decision and the Gujjars would not be removed from the place where the demolition drive was launched,” informed DIG Ashkur Wani to the protesters while quoting discussion and decision of the community leaders and administration late last night.
“We have accepted the mistake and the Divisional Commissioner Jammu would assess losses and accordingly compensation would be given. No one would be touched again. A magisterial inquiry would be conducted by a Kargil based lady officer into the incident and whosoever is responsible would be brought to book,” the DIG said while negotiating with the protesters.
He, however, failed to break the ice after resentment against the SHO Bari Brahmana as protesters were demanding FIR against police inspector. The Gujjar leaders accused police of saving the SHO in question and allegedly pressurizing them to call of their dharna.
While the protesters continued the demonstration, National Conference leaders Mian Altaf and Surjeet Singh Salathia rushed to the spot and interacted with the protesters.
In the meantime, the administration though the police officers once again tried to end the demonstration of Gujjars and they were assured Rs 6 lakh compensation, that is Rs 5 lakh by the administration and Rs 1 lakh by the police department and a job to kin of the deceased.
Acting on the claims of Gujjars, the DIG informed that he will appoint a senior police officer to record statements of the witnesses and accordingly, the case would be followed.
On this the community leaders agreed and later, they lifted dharna from the highway allowing vehicular traffic after two hours.
The body of the slain man was laid to rest in his native village in Vijaypur where hundreds attended the last rites.
JDA had launched drive in Saroor area when a nomad was killed and another was injured in firing, while ten others sustained injuries in clashes.
Meanwhile senior NC leaders and former minister Mian Altaf told KNS that they appealed police officials to take strict action against the involved culprits. “Police officials who were present on the spot showed the suspension order of SHO and after that the protesters dispersed peacefully,” he said.
Altaf said he appealed higher ups that the culprit shouldn’t be protected. “The guilty should be punished,” he said.
On February 28, Bharatiya Janata Party and its affiliate organisations have started a campaign seeking re-instatement of the police officer who had ordered firing on Gujjars who were resisting eviction from a piece of land in Sarore, Jammu.
 Upping the ante, the saffron party and other groups are demanding action against those who they said have grabbed state land.

STUDENT BEATEN, PUSHED DOWN FROM BUILDING AT ANANTNAG
UNDERGOES SURGERY AT HOSPITAL; STABLE

Feb 15: A class 12 student suffered a severe fracture in his right foot after the paramilitary CRPF men allegedly chased and pushed him down from the first floor of a coaching centre building in Anantnag.
Witnesses said a group of youth hurled stones at the CRPF men deployed in the KP Road area and fled towards the street in which the coaching centre was located.
 Enraged forces, witnesses said, barged into the building, and pushed down the student, identified as Uzair Farooq of Anchidora, Anantnag, after he was beaten up.
 He was immediately removed to District Hospital Anantnag where his severely-fractured foot was operated upon by the doctors.
“The student was brought here with a severe fracture in his right foot. He was immediately operated upon and is under observation. His condition is stable,” medical superintendent of the hospital, Dr Mirab, told media.
 Police, however, denied that the student was pushed down from the building.
“This is not true that the boy was pushed down from the building. Actually, stone pelting happened in the area, after which the CRPF men cane charged the stone throwers, resulting in injuries to the boy,” SHO Anantnag, Adil Ahmad, told media.

SOLIDARITY WITH JNU AND CONVERSATIONS ON KASHMIR

Feb 18: Jammu Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS) expresses its solidarity with the striking students and teachers of Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. We have watched with a sense of horror and dismay, the violent criminalizing of student democracy and dissent, not just at Jawaharlal Nehru University but across Indian campuses in the recent past. Having long and intimate knowledge of violent repression and legalized impunity that Indian state is capable of, especially against those it considers ‘anti-national’ we are not surprised by these events, but have a special empathy with all who suffer its horrors. We demand the release of all student dissenters and political prisoners in the custody of the Indian state, and an end to acts of policing and surveillance on campuses, and targeting of students on the basis of political beliefs and speech.
The Kashmiri students in different colleges and universities in India, who have always faced discrimination and intimidation time to time, are now feeling the extreme regressive and oppressive means used by right wing groups and the government. After being hounded, Kashmiri students have begun leaving Delhi. There are several places where the landlords in whose properties Kashmiri students were renting flats, have been asked to vacate. These experiences of Kashmiri students are part of the larger reality faced by Kashmiri youth in Jammu and Kashmir and in India. The voices of dissent in Jammu and Kashmir have been dealt with administrative detentions under Public Safety Act, illegal detentions, torture, surveillance and killings by armed forces including the most recent one of Asif and Shaista at Pulwama on 14th of February.
We also view with alarm, the reports about the cynical use of Kashmiri students studying in Delhi as hostages in the politically illegitimate process of government formation in Srinagar.
We are dismayed that the public narrative about the recent events has often descended into disputes over Indian ‘patriotism’ and the shrill condemnation of a few ‘fringe’ ‘radical’ ‘traitors’ for ‘irresponsible’ slogans. These sentiments are neither mere slogans nor represent the ‘fringe’ in Kashmir, the very place they were made in reference to. As Kashmiris, we believe that the right to self-determination is inseparable from the right to political association, dissent and free expression, and these rights cannot be selectively asserted or upheld. In the competitive public proclamations of nationalistic credentials, what has been lost is that courageous act of defiant solidarity with the Kashmiri people’s struggle for justice and self-determination that lies at the heart of these debates. Despite the disavowals and the state repression, the solidarity with the political rights of the Kashmiris is growing and spreading, as events in Jadavpur University demonstrate. We acknowledge the emerging spaces in Indian civil society to converse on the question of Kashmir, beyond nationalist framings. We hold out hope for future alliances with students, groups and individuals willing to engage in honest conversations, in which they alone do not determine the boundaries of what can or cannot be said, thought or felt.

NO LET UP IN HARASSMENT AGAINST KASHMIRIS OUTSIDE 

Be it a cricket match or any sensitive academic activity or now beef controversy, Kashmiris working or studying across Indian states has to bear the brunt of it. In past, Kashmiri students were booked for sedition for expressing their support for a particular cricket team. Despite the repeated assurances the police and J&K governments got from their counterparts’ things never look rosy for Kashmiris outside. Kashmiris who under various compulsions moved to different Indian states have to remain vigilant against rightwing backed goons and state police, and sometimes they were ousted by college administrations, where they pursue their professional courses, for merely expressing solidarity with human rights activity elsewhere. Recently, there is a disturbing upswing of harassment against Kashmiri community which sent their parents and families back home into tizzy. There are also reports of harassment of people visiting Pakistan Administered Kashmir only to meet their divided families. This month, as well, there were disturbing reports of harassment against Kashmiris in different Indian states. 
· CUSTOM OFFICIALS AT WAGAH BORDER CHARGE VISITORS FROM JK
Feb 12: Facing harassment allegedly at the hands of custom officers at Wagah Border in Punjab, the residents of border district Poonch said they are charged excessively on the goods they bring from Pakistan administered Kashmir on their return (PaK) to India.
Mohammed Younis Dar, a resident of Mankote in Mendhar told media that he had gone to meet his divided family in Kotli of PaK and the custom officer from Indian side did not allow him to carry cash of more than Rs 10, 000. He said when we returned after meeting the family of his uncle in Kotli, he was charged for everything he brought from there (Kotli).
“The custom officer harassed me and then asked me to pay him Rs 22, 000 as tax for bringing cloths and other things from Pakistan,” Dar alleged.
He said he had only Rs 18,000 with him. “I pleaded and tried to convince them. They took Rs 18,000 from me and only then allowed me to move ahead,” said PaK return after meeting his divided family in PaK (on visa). He said his uncle along with his family had crossed LoC in 1965 and settled in Kotli (PaK).
Similar experience was shared by Mohammed Iqbal a resident of Dera. Iqbal said his elder brother lives in Gujranwala (Pakistan) and he had gone there to meet him.
“My brother gifted me some cloths. When I reached the crossing point on my return to India, the custom officers charged me Rs 7000 which was more than the price of cloths in my bag,” said Iqbal.
Mohammed Qayoom Jagal, another resident of Mendhar, Poonch alleged that he was charged Rs 10, 085 for the things he brought from Pakistan.
“I am unable to understand why such huge charges are imposed on the people on their return from Pakistan. The things which are brought here are often less costly then the tax paid at Wagah Border,” he alleged.
Mohammed Gulzar Hussain of Mendhar, a government school teacher, alleged that he too was charged.
“I reached Mendhar two days back after paying Rs 25,000 to the custom officials. They didn’t give any receipt for the amount I was charged,” said Gulzar.
He said when he returned, they checked his bags. “They found some cloths and other items which my relatives had gifted me. They charged me Rs 25,000. However I had only a small amount of money,” he said. 
He said they did not let him go with the belongings. “The custom officials kept the bags and then, I moved to Amritsar where I took a room on rent and made a call to family in Mendhar asking them to send Rs 25,000 so that the belongings could be freed from custom officials,” he said.
He said one of my family members got the money from home which they paid to the custom officers, who returned the belongings.
“I asked them for the receipt of money paid but they declined,” he claimed.  
Thousands of people crossed LoC from Rajouri and Poonch in 1965 and settled in Pakistan administered Kashmir. The divided families often cross the LoC on permit from Chakkan-da-Bagh or get visa from Government of India to go there from Wagah Border and meet their families in PaK.
· JAT AGITATION: KASHMIRI TRUCKER ATTACKED IN HARYANA
Feb 22: A Kashmiri trucker was attacked and his vehicle burnt in Haryana where violent agitation by Jats over reservation quota issue from last few days has crippled normal life in Haryana and Delhi.
Truck bearing registration number JK05C-8089 from Sopore was attacked by a violent mob in Morthal Panipat, Haryana. Owner of the truck Shameem Ahmad Tantray son of Mohd Ahsan Tantray of Gund Brath, Sopore told Kashmir Reader that he was informed about the incident by his driver Firdous Ahmed. According to Shameem, the unruly mob set his truck on fire. He said that the mob also thrashed Firdous and snatched cash of Rs 45000 and mobile phones from him.
Shameem said that his truck was stopped by police near Panipat and it remained stranded there for last two days till it was attacked by the mob. The truck was carrying plastic; steel and aluminum waste which wass to be dropped in Delhi for recycling. Many Kashmiri truckers are stranded on the Delhi-Haryana highway, Shameem said.
· GUV RAISES ISSUE OF HARASSMENT OF KASHMIRI STUDENTS WITH GOI
DELHI POLICE JC ASSIGNED TO DEAL WITH STUDENT COMPLAINTS
Feb 22: In view of the complaints about harassment and witch-hunt of Kashmiri students in Delhi following pro-Afzal Guru protests in JNU, Governor N N Vohra has raised the issue with the Home Ministry, which has asked Delhi Police Joint Commissioner to deal with any complaint faced by the student from the State. 
“Governor Vohra has been receiving messages from several parents about difficulties faced by their wards studying in various educational institutions in Delhi following action taken by the Dehi Police in the management of law and order situations. He (Governor) had raised this issue with the Union Home Ministry and the central intelligence agency,” a Rajbhavan spokesman said.     
He said the Governor has spoken to Union Home Secretary and to Intelligence Bureau chief, who informed him today that Joint Commissioner Delhi Police, Robin Hibu, has been assigned the responsibility of personally dealing with any complaint or problem faced by any J&K student studying in Delhi. 
Hibu’s telephone number is 011-26110313 (land line) and 09810083486 (mobile). 
“The Home Ministry has informed the Governor that the Joint Commissioner Delhi Police can be approached by any J&K student, who needs help. The Governor has asked the Home Ministry to circulate this information to the Heads of various educational institutions in Delhi, for wider dissemination,” added the spokesman.
· 7 KASHMIRI UDAAN TRAINEES TIE BLACK BANDS, AXED 
Feb 23: Seven Kashmiri boys undergoing training under Udaan scheme in Chandigarh were sacked for showing solidarity with Kunan-Poshpora mass rape victims.
The trainees were working with Mohali-based Sebiz Company since January 7. On Tuesday, they came to the workplace brandishing black bands as a mark of protest. This irked their trainers who gave them marching orders.
Asif Hussain, one of the Kashmiri students told Kashmir Reader over phone that he and other students had not staged any protest but simply tied a black ribbon while attending their classes.
“On February 23, morning, we attended the classes with black ribbons tied on arms. Nobody raised aspersions. I even delivered the presentation in the class. When the shift of our batch came to an end, about 100 Indian students joined us. They also wore ribbons and began attending the classes in the same state,” he said.
 In the following half, another group of students attempted to exhibit black bands. However, this time, the administration was jittery. The students were not allowed to sit in the classes with the badges on.
 The students were shocked when the administration of the company handed over them marching orders while they were on way to hostel.
“No reason was mentioned for the termination. We were asked to vacate the hostel immediately. We had no option but to leave,” he said.
 Project Incharge Sebiz Dharmveer admitted that he had terminated students for spreading awareness about the Kunan-Poshpora mass rape.
“Our company is meant to impart training. It is not for holding discussions on Kashmir issue”, he said while justifying the Company’s decision.
“These students motivated more than hundred other students. This is a matter of concern for us. We had apprehensions that they might attract more students (for the campaign). Before causing more damage, we terminated them,” Dharmveer said.
Unconcerned about their safety on their journey back to Kashmir Dharamveer said, “If they know how to attract the students for the protests, they should know how to reach home.”
· HOOLIGANS HARASS KASHMIRI MUSLIM EMPLOYEES WITH PROVOCATIVE SLOGANS
Feb 28: A band of hooligans, some of them drunk, stormed into government residential quarters for employees in parts of Jammu and shouted provocative slogans directed towards Kashmiri Muslim employees after India defeated Pakistan in a cricket match on February 27 night. 
The revelers created ruckus by bursting firecrackers and waving flags inside the quarter complexes in Panjtirthi, Ahata Amar Singh, Rehari Nullah and Toph Sherkhanian.
According to the employees, the security personnel guarding the quarters joined the hooligans rather than restraining them from shouting provocative slogans.
“We were terrified when we found the guards had joined them. They were shouting ‘jis ko yahan rehana hai Ram Ram kehna hai (Chant Ram Ram if you want to stay here),” said Ali, an employee who wanted to be identified by first name only.
“They pounded our doors and windows before leaving. They had come to create communal tensions,” he added.
President of the Civil Secretariat Employees Association Ghulam Rasool Mir said, “We had no issues with someone celebrating India’s victory. But how can you disturb somebody in the middle of the night by raising provocative slogans. What is more unfortunate is that the security personnel joined them in creating disturbances insides the government quarters.”
“All this was done to provoke us. We did not react. The role of the security personnel is highly condemnable. The government should provide adequate security so that no Kashmiri employee is harmed,” he added.
Mir added that station house officer of Pucca Danga police station Ajay Bhat and his police team chased away the sloganeering mob, adding had the police not arrived, situation might have turned ugly.
Bhat said a few hooligans were taken into preventive custody.
“We had express instructions from the IG Jammu Danish Rana and SSP Uttam Chand to keep an eye on the miscreants to ensure that there is no untoward incident either during the match or after the match,” said Bhat.

ANOTHER STORY OF FORCING INTO MILITANCY 
RAQIB PICKED UP GUN TO ESCAPE SOG ATROCITIES, SAYS HIS FATHER

Many families of local militants, after their killing in encounters, are coming up with the horrific harassment tales of their children by different state agencies. These families blamed the state agencies for pushing their children into militancy after being chased, harassed, framed and tortured in custodies.      
When Raqib Ahmad Andrabi, a Hizbul-Mujahideen militant, who was killed by the government forces on February 6, was engaged as a guard in Jammu and Kashmir bank, his family was overjoyed. The joy was short lived because, the family said, the police harassment cost him his job and forced him to pick up gun.
 The 22-year-old Raqib had given up his studies after matriculation and started search for a job to help his father to meet the family’s needs.
“Only two months after he got the job, special operations group (SOG) men raided our house evening and asked for him. Since he had gone to Masjid for Isha prayers they asked me to call him. When I brought him home the policemen bundled him in a vehicle despite my stiff resistance,” said Bashir Ahmad Andrabi, Raqib’s father.
 Bashir said that he came to know that he had been picked up by SOG only the next day.
“When I met the SOG officials they told me Raqib has militant links. He was released after seven days of detention and interrogation,”
After his release, however, the bank officials asked him to get a ‘police clearance’ certificate and only then he could resume his job.
 Bashir said a top police officer had called the bank officials and asked them to let Raqib resume, but they insisted on written clearance certificate.
“After the refusal by the bank officials I approached SSP Pulwama who clearly refused to issue the certificate saying he has militant connections,” Bashir said.
 Raqib lost the job and stayed at home.
 After a few weeks, the SOG Awantipora raided his home, detained him and released him after three days.
 On 10 August last year, the SOG picked up both Raqib and his brother, Aqib.
“When I approached the police officials the next day they told me that I can take one of my sons along. Since Raqib was being detained frequently I pleaded for his release only and took him home,” he said.
 Aqib was released five days later.
“As we were coming out of the police station Raqib told me ‘papa wuchtha yeti kota zulum chu’ (Papa do you see how limitless the oppression is),” Bashir said.
 Fed up with the frequent harassment of Raqib, his father said, he approached a police officer and requested him to engage him as a Special Police Officer (a name given to sort of quasi-mercenary personnel appointed in the police force for a nominal pay).
 	“Though my son had a strong religious bent of mind and was not interested in the job he agreed to join the force to escape harassment. On November 9, I collected his engagement order and on November 10 he was appointed as an SPO,” the father added.
“On the evening of November 11, only a day after his joining Raqib called me and said he will come home today and will leave for duty tomorrow morning again. But little did I know he will come home dead only,” Bashir said.
“My son had no links with militancy but police atrocities forced him to join the militant ranks,” he said.
 Thousands attend Raqib’s funeral
 Amid a complete shutdown, thousands of people attended Raqib’s funeral in his native village, Zadoora. Pulwama town also remained shut, while protests were held in some areas of the district. In Newa, protesters clashed with the police who resorted to teargas shelling.

HIZBULLAH REVIVAL ACCUSATION
FAMILIES OF ARRESTED YOUTHS CONTEST POLICE CLAIMS

Feb 18: Families of the youths arrested by police for ‘attempting to revive Hizbullah militant outfit’ in Bandipora north Kashmir district protested on against the “conspiracy” hatched against them.
 Police on February 16 arrested four youths, who, it said, were desperate to join militancy and were planning to murder some influential persons in the district. The accused included Muzamil Afzal, Firdous Ahmad, and Bilal Ahmad, residents of Pazalpora, Bandipora, and Abdul Majeed, who hails from Kralpora.
 Police said they were trying to revive Hizbullah in the district.
 The families of Firdous and Muzamil protested outside the district court, in which the accused were to be produced, to demand their release.
 They said police has arrested them under a “conspiracy hatched by someone else”.
“They have been falsely implicated by police”, they said.
 Firdous, according to his sister, was the lone breadwinner for his family.
“He is innocent. He has been busy with family responsibilities after our father passed away,” she said. “He never involved himself in such activities.”
Muzamil’s mother said her son too was innocent.
“He was not involved in this activity (militancy),” she said.

LITTERED EXPLOSIVES
GRENADE GOES OFF AT HAJIN ENCOUNTER SITE, INJURES 3

Feb 07: Three persons were injured, one of them seriously, when a grenade went off when a JCB machine was clearing the debris of a house in which three militants had been killed after being blown up the government forces with mortar fire, in Khosa Mohalla of Hajin town, February 4.
 JCB driver Tanveer Ahmad from Tregam, Saderkoot and two teenagers, Aqib and Umar, both residents of Hajin, were injured in the explosion.
 The government forces comprising army and police did not clear the site of explosives after the operation was over, local residents said.
 The town, meanwhile, observed a shutdown for the third consecutive day against the killing of the militants, who have not been identified and were termed as “foreign militants” of Lashkar-e-Toiba by the forces.
 The town witnessed violent clashes between the government forces and the local populace that was demanding the custody of the bodies of the militants so that they can be given a proper burial.
 However, unnerved by the attendance of about 35,000 people in the funeral of Pakistani chief of Lashkar-e-Toiba for Kashmir Abu Qasim last year, the government forces now bury the ‘foreign militants’ in a remote garrisoned area in Uri, bordering Pakistan administered Kashmir. The trio killed in Hajin was buried in Bonyar area of Uri.

WOMEN RECOUNT ATROCITIES BY FORCES

Feb 22: An elderly woman in Lelhara, a village adjacent to Kakapora town in Pulwama district, recount the horror that security forces unleashed on them on 14 February after killing a militant in an encounter.
The residents said that soon after killing a local leT militant, Adil in Kakapora a reinforcement party of security forces reached the village through Gorepora. “They barged into my house, caught me by my hair and dragged me out of the gate,” said Janna Begum, an old woman of Lelhara who claims to be 90 years of age. “I begged them for mercy with folded hands but they didn’t relent,” Janna said, adding that they used them as shields against stone-pelters.
The family members said the elderly woman is suffering from cardiac problems and hearing defects. She said that she beaten with gun butts and when another lady of the family came to her rescue she too was ruthlessly beaten.
Due to the beating Jana received a fracture in her leg and was unable to walk.  Another old woman of same village, Rahati said that she was dragged from her house.  “They pulled me by my hair up to a bridge near the encounter site,” she said, adding that security forces used them as shields.
She said that her daughter in law who was tending to a baby in her room too was not spared. “They ragged her out of the house,” she said, adding that when the males of their family interfered they were beaten and latter arrested by police.
“My son was arrested when he came to our rescue and is in police custody,” Rahati said.
The residents here said that the reinforcement party of security forces continued firing for more than two hours.  “They fired gunshots into our houses which sattered window panes damaged the roofs and walls,” the residents said.
Two students were killed in Lelhara during the encounter in firing allegedly by security forces and 12 others were injured.  The authorities have ordered a time bound enquiry into the civilian killings.

HYGAM REMEMBERS VICTIMS OF 2001 ARMY FIRING

Feb 15: Residents of Hygam, Sopore, staged a protest rally in memory of the people killed by the government forces in this north Kashmir village during a protest in 2001.
 Carrying placards and raising pro-freedom slogans, the people, mostly youths, took out the rally on Srinagar-Muzzafarabad highway. The protest continued for several hours after which the protesters dispersed peacefully.
 The people offered special prayers in mosques and at the local graveyard for all the people killed on the day.
 Recollecting the incident, the protesters said that a large number of people had staged a protest on the Srinagar-Muzzafarbad highway on the fateful day against the custodial killing of a local JKLF activist Jaleel Ahmad Shah.
 They were waiting for his body to arrive when a few vehicles of the army’s 29 RR, headed by a major, reached the spot and forced them to unblock the road, they said.
“Protesters refused to do so. A police team, headed by SHO Sopore Khursheed Ahmad Khan, was also there and the SHO assured the army that he will get the highway unblocked after a few minutes.
“But the army soldiers pushed him back and started unprovoked firing at the protesters, hitting about a dozen people. The soldiers escaped from the spot along with their vehicles,” Abdul Majeed, who was among the people protesting on Monday, said.
 The civilians had rushed the injured to various hospitals, but four of them, including a woman, could not be saved. The deceased included Safdar Ali, Manzoor Ahmad, Atteqa Begam, and Bilkesa Akhtar.
 Police registered an FIR under RPC section 302 on the next day against the army and their officer, but “15 years past, the killers are roaming free,” Ghulam Hassan, a protester, said.
 He said the state government deployed a retired judge for magisterial probe into the incident, while police also ordered additional superintendent of police, Showkat Ahmad, to investigate it.
“But to no avail,” he said.

GANGSTER THREATENED TO KILL SYED ALI SHAH GEELANI: HURRIYAT

Feb 14: Gangster Ravi Pujari has allegedly called up the Hurriyat Conference office here and threatened to kill its chief Syed Ali Shah Geelani. “The gangster named Ravi Pujari called on a landline number of Tehreek-e-Hurriyat head office at Hyderpora (Srinagar) around 8.45 Friday evening,” Hurriyat spokesperson Ayaz Akbar said. “He used uncivilised and abusive language.” 
Akbar said Pujari also spoke to a news channel and threatened to kill Geelani, who is currently in New Delhi. “The underworld don then confirmed the threat call on a private news channel of India and publicly threatened to kill Geelani Sahib,” he said. 
“This indicates he is being sponsored by the Indian government and communal forces of the country. His sudden intervention in the Kashmir issue is not meaningless,” he added. 
“Despite all these threats, he (Geelani) will continue to pursue his stand and continue his struggle for the liberation of Kashmir from Indian occupation,” he said. 

TIHAR DENIES DIGNIFIED LIFE TO KASHMIRI PRISONERS

Feb 22: About 30 Kashmiri convicts and undertrials languish in the jail and they are not even allowed to exercise in the open, according to advocate Nasir Qadri who was part of Kashmir Bar Association team that visited the jail recently.
“They are allowed a stroll in a 20 feet room within the jail,” the lawyer said, adding this is against standard minimum rules for the treatment of prisoners under the international covenants and provide that every prisoner who is not employed in outdoor work shall have at least one hour of suitable exercise in the open air daily if the weather permits.
“Most of the prisoners we met are confined in 10×8 high security cells with a small washroom in one corner,” the lawyer said. The room has two CCTV cameras which monitor whatever the inmates do.
For every item, he said, the inmates have to seek permission from jail authorities even if it concerns their health.
“One of them was advised by visiting jail ophthalmologist to use spectacles and he had it only after the permission from the jail authorities,” he said.
Even for a simple pen to record court proceeding, the lawyer said, the inmates have to seek consent of the authorities.
A number of applications by the jail inmates would show that they have to seek permission even for carrying a prayer mat and clean clothes.
In one such application in September last year, an undertrial, Tariq Ahmad Dar, had to seek permission from a judge for carrying a prayer cloth for performing the mandatory prayers during the day time.
Referring to international law, the lawyer said, every prisoner has been allowed to satisfy the needs of his religious life by attending the services provided in the institution.
“They are discriminated against when it comes to calling their families. While other prisoners are free to talk to their families seven times a week, Kashmiri prisoners are allowed to talk only twice in week and that too for five minutes only,” he said.
There is no facility of radio or free newspaper available to them in the contemporary age of information and technology.
“They are not allowed to cook on their own and the canteen facility which was earlier available to them has been taken withdrawn,” he said.
According to Qadri, a room within National Investigation Agency police station is supposed to work as courtroom, where the cases of undertrials will be heard on a daily basis. But the charges against Kashmiri prisoners are yet to be framed, which appears to be aimed at deliberately prolonging their detention.

POLITICAL ACTIVISTS BOOKED UNDER PSA

Feb 20: Tehreek-e-Hurriyat’s Nasir Ahmed, a resident of Palhalan, Patan, and Muslim League’s Bandipora district president, Mohammad Assudullah Parray, were booked under Public Safety Act (PSA) on February 20. 
Nasir alias Nasir Molvi was booked by police for his alleged involvement in a stone-pelting incident that caused death to police head constable Kawlain Singh.
 Singh had died after the vehicle he was driving met an accident during clashes near restive Palhalan after Eid prayers in October, 2013.
 A police official said, “He was a known stone-thrower who attacked the bus driven by Singh in 2013. His behavior was not up to mark in the jail.”
Parray was arrested on August 13, two days ahead of India’s Independence Day. After a month-long detention, he was slapped with PSA and shifted to Udhampur jail last year.
However, his detention was quashed by the High Court on January 1.
“But his illegal detention continued and he was kept in Police Station Hajin,” Mariya, daughter of Asudullah Parray told media.
“Police have registered two new cases in which court granted bail to him, but, despite that, he (Parray) was slapped with yet another PSA,” she said.
Parray is survived by five daughters and a son. Meanwhile Muslim league General secretary Abdul Ahad Parra have strongly  condemned the fresh PSA on Its leader and said that such tactics won’t stop us  from taking the mission of martyrs to its logical end.

MILITARIZATION
PEACE CLAIMS APART, 1,648 BUILDINGS STILL UNDER FORCES’ OCCUPATION IN JK

An official report reveals that 1,648 buildings are still under forces in the state, putting a question mark on the post 2002 claims by successive regimes in the state that they have “reduced the footprints of forces from civilian areas.”
Despite government claims about return of “peace and normalcy” in the state, security forces including the Army continue to occupy massive public as well as private infrastructure in Jammu and Kashmir, reveals an official document.
The report reveals that 1,648 buildings are still under forces in the state, putting a question mark on the post 2002 claims by successive regimes in the state that they have “reduced the footprints of forces from civilian areas.”
It also states that 14 buildings, which were to be vacated by the Army within six months following the 2013 Civil Military Liaison Conference, continue to be under their occupation.
As per the document, as many as 278 government buildings, 1302 private buildings, 45 hotels, 5 cinemas and 18 industrial units are in unauthorized possession of the forces including Army in the State.
“Cumulatively, as on date, 1648 premises are under the occupation of security forces. Of which, 647 buildings are under the Army,” the report compiled in September 2015 says.
Of 20 buildings, which Army had decided to vacate within six months in 2013, it had vacated only six buildings (till September 2015), the report states.
On November 12, 2013, the Army, during the Civil Military Liaison Conference chaired by Omar Abdullah, had agreed to vacate 20 buildings within the period of six months.
“The Army agreed that out of 22 buildings under its occupation at different places in the State, 20 buildings will be vacated within six months except Dagger Villa at Gulmarg and PDD building Bhadewah,” the minutes of 2013 CMLC reads.
However, the latest status report on 2013 CMLC states that 14 of these buildings are still under their occupation.
“As per the details out of 20 buildings, 14 buildings are still under occupation of Army,” the report reveals.
The demand for eviction of forces  from  public as well as private infrastructure, which was occupied by them in 1990s after outbreak of armed struggle in the State, gained momentum in the State after separatists as well as mainstream parties  raised the slogan of demilitarization and troop-cut.
On July 24, 2007, GhulamNabi Azad-led Congress-PDP government had asserted that his government evicted forces from 156 buildings.
National Conference too claimed that more than 1500 buildings were vacated by forces during Omar Abdullah-led government’s six-year rule.
“Omar Abdullah-led coalition government got 1,555 schools, hospitals, hotels and private buildings vacated by security forces. 54 bunkers have been dismantled in Srinagar City alone since 2009 followed by hundreds of concrete bunkers being removed from various towns across the Valley,” a spokesman of the party had claimed on April 10 last year.

LANDMINE BLAST INJURES BSF TROOPER

Feb 22: A Border Security Force (BSF) trooper was injured when a landmine exploded near the Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu region’s Samba district.
Ujhan Tara was injured while patrolling near the Ragal border outpost in Samba sector around 9.30 am, an official said. He was rushed to a hospital in Jammu.

TROOPER SUICIDE
· 
· BSF JAWAN FOUND HANGING
Feb 15: A BSF jawan was found hanging in his room at a camp in Rajouri district of Jammu and Kashmir, police said.
The jawan was found hanging in a room of his quarter in Noushera BSF camp in the district last night, a BSF officer said.
The deceased has been identified as 31-year-old N Singh serving in the 152nd battalion of the Border Security Force (BSF), a police official said.
A case has been registered and investigation is on, he said.

OFFICIALLY STATED
· 
· PANDIT PROPERTIES ENCROACHED UPON, SOLD, DAMAGED: 28 IN 7 DISTRICTS: DC
Feb 02: Contrary to the claims of various Pandit organizations that thousands of Pandit properties have been encroached upon, damaged or sold, a meeting chaired by Kashmir divisional commissioner Asgar Samoon was told that the number of such properties was 28 in seven districts of the Valley.
 The meeting reviewed the “status of properties” of migrant Kashmiri Pandits in the Valley.
 Samoon was informed that a group of Pandits have approached the Supreme Court with complaints that their properties have allegedly been encroached, damaged or sold.
 Srinagar tops the list with 12 such cases, followed by five in Budgam, four in Kulgam, three in Budgam, two in Baramulla and one each in Ganderbal and Pulwama.
 Samoon directed the deputy commissioners concerned through video-conferencing to file a status report on the matter along with the action taken report so that the apex court could be informed about the details.
· EIGHT MILITANTS KILLED IN LAST 2 WEEKS: ARMY
Feb 07:  Eight militants were killed by army and police personnel in separate gun battles in Kashmir in the last two weeks, an army spokesman said on Sunday.
“Undeterred by the inhospitable weather conditions, the army and police have upped the ante in their operations. It is clearly manifested in the clinical, intelligence- based operations over the past two weeks that have resulted in the elimination of eight militants in all parts of Kashmir,” an army spokesman said.
 While three militants were killed in a gun battle at Lolab in Kupwara district on January 30, three ultras were gunned down in an encounter at Hajin in Bandipora district on February 5.
 Two militants were killed in separate encounters in Pulwama district on January 20 and February 6, he said.
“No civilian casualty was caused in any of these operations. Army personnel always make it a point to evacuate the occupants of the affected house and areas adjacent to the scene of action to ensure safety of people,” he said.
· PSA ONLY ALTERNATIVE TO CONTROL STONE PELTING: IGP
Feb 5: Inspector General of Police (IGP) Kashmir SJM Gilani has claimed that invoking Public Safety Act (PSA) against stone pelters is the only alternative left with the police to control the stone pelting incidents in the Valley.
“If legal action against the stone pelters does not stop stone pelting incidents in the Valley, then we will have to take extreme steps to control it,” Gilani told media.
He said they usually take legal action against youth indulging in stone pelting and clashes with police.
“However, if we find legal actions are not working, then probably we have to think of PSAs,” IGP said adding “There is no other alternative but to invoke PSAs against boys if they do not refrain from hoisting flags and pelting stones”.
He said police does not want to take the extreme steps but if “we are provoked and compelled, then we are left with no option but to invoke PSAs.”
Another police officer said the youth indulging in stone pelting are being counseled and sometimes punished with huge fines. “They are also being detained to prevent them from indulging in stone pelting”.
On waving of ISIS flags in the Valley, IGP Gilani said flag waving does not indicate presence of ISIS in Kashmir.
“They are just attention seekers whether they indulge in stone pelting or waving flags, it is only meant to gain media attention. These flags are not indication of presence of ISIS or its threat,” he said. 
· POLICE TOOK THE DECISION TO HIKE REWARD FOR KILLING MILITANTS: IGP
Feb 11: The decision to enhance the reward money for killing militants has been taken by the police, not the civil administration, a senior police officer said.
Kashmir inspector general of police Javaid Mujtaba Gillani told media the decision to hike the reward money had been taken by the police at a routine periodic meeting held in December last year.
He said increasing reward money was “not a big decision to take”, when asked if then PDP-BJP coalition government, especially the chief minister who was also the state home minister, were aware of the decision.
“It has nothing to do with the chief minister,” he said.
 The reward money is paid by the police for killing militants fighting Indian rule in the state.
 A police officer of SSP rank who wished anonymity said the amount of money is fixed according to the category of a militant, which is decided by his activity.
“The highest paid category is A++, followed by A+, A, B and C categories. If the militant is active and has been operating for many years he is bracketed in the top category. Most of the militants in the top category are Pakistani militants,” he said.
 Another police officer said that as per the new decision the reward money for killing A++ category militant was enhanced to Rs 12.5 lakh from Rs 10 lakh; for A+ category the amount was increased from Rs 7.50 lakh to Rs 5 lakh.
 For category A militants, the amount has been increased to Rs 5 lakh from Rs 3 lakh, for category B militants from Rs 2 lakh to Rs 3 lakh and for the C-category, the reward money was increased from Rs 1 lakh to Rs 2 lakh.
 According to the police, 150 militants are operating in the Valley currently and 10 of them are A++ category militants.
· BETTER TO ELIMINATE THAN DISCOURAGE INFILTRATORS: LT GEN SAHA 
Feb 16: Weeks after the Pathankot attack created a debate on security; Deputy Chief of Army Staff Lt Gen Subrata Saha said he is not in favour of floodlighting the borders and would prefer neutralising the infiltrators in the dark using latest technology.
"The constant debate is -- should we light up the fence or keep it dark. If you light it up, you discourage the fellow who is infiltrating but if you keep it dark and exploit technology, you are able to eliminate that fellow," Lt Gen Saha told an industry gathering at the Make in India week in Mumbai.
"And if you ask me, it is better to eliminate than discourage," he added.
Lt Gen Saha said he was posted as the corps commander in Kashmir before the current assignment and clarified that he is only presenting the army's need so that the industry can develop capabilities.
The comments come over a month after the Pathankot attack in which six terrorists attacked the air force station resulting in deaths of seven security personnel.
Lt Gen Saha said the Army is looking at capability development and modernisation and broadly divides its requirements into two categories -- hi-tech, involving bigger expenditure, and smaller requirements.
In hi-tech, it has requirements for items like infantry combat vehicles, unmanned aerial vehicles and latest helicopters, he said.
Highlighting a potential opportunity for smaller businesses, Lt Gen Saha said 42 per cent of the contracts on equipment are under Rs 150 crore.
He said issues like Jammu and Kashmir, insurgency in some northeastern states and sporadic attacks like the one at Pathankot require it to be prepared for all eventualities. 
Lt Gen Saha said the Army would be holding roadshows across the industrial hubs in the country to impress its requirements, so that the entrepreneurs can take advantage of the opportunities.
· 50 YOUTH ARRESTED IN SRINAGAR ON STONE PELTING CHARGES SINCE JANUARY 
OVER 250 DETAINED IN 2015
Feb 17: At least 50 youth have been detained by police in downtown Srinagar since January 1 this year on charges of being involved in stone pelting. 
According to the data compiled by police, at least 50 youth have been arrested in Srinagar under charges of pelting stones on cops on Fridays and during shutdowns called by the separatists this year.
The figures reveal that 82 stone pelting incidents took place in Srinagar in last two months. “50 youth participating in the stone pelting were identified and subsequently arrested by police”.
Sources said some youth were directly caught by security men during the stone pelting incidents while some others were arrested after being identified by cops in recorded video clips of the stone pelting incidents. 
Police has been videographing the stone pelting incidents to identify the youth indulging in stone pelting.
The official figures reveal that in 2015, over 250 youth were arrested for allegedly pelting stones on the cops.
 “In 2015, more than 250 youth were arrested alone in Srinagar on charges of pelting stones on the cops,” it revealed.
According to the figures, of the 250 youth arrested in 2015, 9 were minors and detained from downtown Srinagar.
The Nowhatta and its adjoining areas in downtown Srinagar witness stone pelting and clashes on every Friday. The youth also wave flags of Pakistan, ISIS and Lashkar-e-Toiba after the Friday prayers. 
Police has been organizing cricket matches between youth and the cops to prevent the youngsters from indulging in stone pelting. However, these measures have not worked and stone pelting continues to take place. 
From 2008 till date, stone pelting has become a persistent phenomenon.  Many youth have lost their lives in police and paramilitary action during the clashes. 
Inspector General of Police (IGP) Kashmir SJM Gilani recently told media that invoking Public Safety Act (PSA) against stone pelters is the only alternative left with the police to control the stone pelting incidents in the Valley.
“If legal action against the stone pelters does not stop stone pelting incidents in the Valley, then we will have to take extreme steps to control it,” he had said.
· POLICE ISSUES ENCOUNTER ADVISORY 
Feb 18: Police issued an advisory asking people not to venture near encounter sites. 
According to the police statement issued to this effect, “In case any encounter starts anywhere, people, particularly the parents of young adults of nearby area, are requested not to allow their wards to move towards the encounter site. In case they are outside home they be recalled to home.”
“The residents of nearby area within the radius of two kilometers should stay inside their homes and need not venture out as any stray bullet can hit and cause damage. The residents are also requested not to come out of their houses or peep out of the window panes,” the statement adds.
Since Section 144 CrPC would immediately come into force at the encounter site, the elders, chowkidars and village headmen have been asked to advise people to stay away from encounter site. 
“Assembly of five or more people should be discouraged as it is prohibited under the provisions of this section of CrPC. Every person of the area should ensure that he/she stays at least 2 Km away from encounter site so that he/she do not fell prey to a stray bullet,” the statement reads.
“After encounter, people are requested not to rush towards encounter site as there are chances of unexploded grenades/explosives lying there. The people, particularly respectable should ensure that the encounter site and area around is properly sanitized by the police or any other security agency, before they come near it,” it adds.
· OVER 1,500 JK POLICE PERSONNEL KILLED FIGHTING MILITANCY, SAYS CS 
Feb 21: Over 1,500 Jammu and Kashmir Police personnel have lost their lives while fighting militancy in the state.
“More than 1500 personnel of Jammu and Kashmir Police (JKP) have made supreme sacrifices while bringing peace and normalcy in the state,” Jammu and Kashmir chief secretary B R Sharma said while inaugurating the 27th police-public mela at Gulshan ground in Jammu.
· ONCE AGAIN, ARMY OPPOSES REVOCATION OF AFSPA IN KASHMIR 
Feb 21: Army once again opposed any move to revoke the controversial Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) and Disturbed Areas Act (DAA) in Jammu and Kashmir, saying the gains achieved by forces in “bringing down levels of insurgency and infiltration can reverse rapidly if these are removed.”
 “We should continue with AFSPA and DAA. They should be continued to be applied (in J&K),” PTI quoted Western Command General Officer Commanding-in-Chief (GOC-in-C) Lt Gen KJ Singh as saying in Pathankot at an Investiture ceremony of the Command.
Recently, former finance minister of India P Chidambaram admitted that the civilian government wanted to repeal the legislation, which has been widely misused by the armed forces, but the army opposed it.
The Army Commander said his perception was “there is a kind of defining stage—there is now reduced infiltration. We have brought down the level of insurgency so we should continue this (AFSPA) to keep control of the area because there is a habit of rapidly going that to same old bad phase, so AFSPA should continue.
· THERE ARE DOUBTS OVER AFZAL GURU'S ROLE IN PARLIAMENT ATTACK, SAYS CHIDAMBARAM
Feb 24: Senior Congress leader P Chidambaram, who held the home and finance portfolios in the UPA government, during a media interview said that he felt it was possible to hold an "honest opinion" that the Afzal Guru case was "perhaps not correctly decided" and that there were "grave doubts about the extent of his involvement" in the Parliament attack. Afzal Guru was hanged on February 9, 2013.
Chidambaram was Union home minister when Afzal Guru's mercy plea was rejected by the previous UPA government in 2011.



	DATE
	ARMED FORCES
	MILITANTS
	CIVILIANS

	Feb 01
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 02
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 03
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 04
	-
	3
	-

	Feb 05
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 06
	-
	1
	-

	Feb 07
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 08
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 09
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 10
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 11
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 12
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 13
	2
	5
	-

	Feb 14
	-
	1
	2

	Feb 15
	1
	-
	-

	Feb 16
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 17
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 18
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 19
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 20
	2
	-
	1

	Feb 21
	3
	1
	-

	Feb 22
	-
	2
	1

	Feb 23
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 24
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 25
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 26
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 27
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 28
	-
	-
	-

	Feb 29
	-
	-
	-

	TOTAL
	8
	13
	4

	                                            IN TOTO
	25 KILLINGS 



CHRONOLOGY
Feb 01: No incident of violence reported. 
Feb 02: A CRPF officer was injured when militants fired at government forces during a search operation in Arwani village of Bijbehara area in Anantnag district.
Feb 03: No incident of violence reported.
Feb 04: Three Lashkar-e-Toiba militants have been killed in a gunfight with 13 Rashtriya Rifles battalion in Khosa Mohalla of Hajin area in Bandipora district. North Kashmir inspector general of police Garib Das told media that the deceased militants are “foreigners”.
Feb 05: Thousands of people took to streets in Hajin township of Bandipora to demand bodies of the militants killed in an encounter with forces in Khosa Mohalla on January 4. As the protesting people tried to march towards the local police Station to demand bodies of the slain militants, policemen resorted to heavy baton charge and fired tear smoke shells to disperse the protestors. The local Auqaf committee also approached police to seek bodies of the slain militants. However, police turned down their plea saying the bodies have been buried with proper religious rites in Boniyar, Uri. SSP Bandipora Shabir Ahmed said there is no question of mis-identity or any apprehension.
Feb 06: A Hizbul Mujahideen militant was killed in an encounter with forces in South Kashmir’s Pulwama district. Police has identified the slain militant as Raqib Bashir, son of Syed Bashir of Zadoora village. 
Feb 07: Three persons were injured, one of them seriously, on February 7 evening when a grenade went off when a JCB machine was clearing the debris of a house in which three militants had been killed after being blown up the government forces with mortar fire, in Khosa Mohalla of Hajin town, February 4.  JCB driver Tanveer Ahmad from Tregam, Saderkoot and two teenagers, Aqib and Umar, both residents of Hajin, were injured in the explosion.
Feb 08: No incident of violence reported. 
Feb 09: A complete shutdown was observed in Kashmir valley on the 3rd death anniversary of Afzal Guru, who was hanged at Delhi’s Tihar Jail on Feb 9, 2013. 
Feb 10: No incident of violence reported.
Feb11: A complete shutdown was observed in Kashmir valley on the death anniversary of Maqbool Bhat, who was hanged at Delhi’s Tihar Jail on Feb 11, 1984.
Feb12: A soldier was injured in an encounter between militants and government forces in a Kupwara village. DIG North Kashmir Gareeb Das told Kashmir Reader that the soldier sustained minor injuries as soon as the gunfight started between the militants and the soldiers of army’s 41 Rashtriya Rifles battalion and Special Operations Group of police in Marsari village of Chokibal area in the frontier district on Friday afternoon.
Feb13: Five militants, police calimed, of Jaish-e-Mohammad (JEM) and two army soldiers were killed in an encounter in Marsarri village in Chowkibal area of Kupwara district. 
Feb14: Two civilians including a 22-year-old girl were killed and fourteen others injured when police and army opened fire at protestors, who were protesting near the encounter site to break up the ongoing cordon to pave safe passage to hold-up militants in Pulwama district of south Kashmir. The slain civilians have been identified as Mir Asif Farooq son of Mohammad Farooq resident of Ratnipura Pulwama and a girl Shaista Hamid daughter of Abdul Hamid Bhat of Lelhar in the district. Asif and Shaista were removed to district hospitals, Pampore and Pulwama, where the doctors declared the duo dead. In the encounter a local militant of LET was killed. 
Feb15: Valley wide strike was observed on the call given by pro-freedom leadership to protest the killing of two civilians by army and police in Pulwama. To prevent the mass gathering the state administration imposed restrictions in most parts of the Srinagar downtown and Pulwama areas. Meanwhile, a BSF jawan was found hanging in his room at a camp in Rajouri district of Jammu and Kashmir here, police said.
Feb16: A complete shutdown was observed in Pulwama and its neighbouring areas townships for the second consecutive day against the killing of two students by the government forces on February 14.  All shops and other business establishments and private offices remained closed in Pulwama, Pampore, Samboora, Kakpora and Ratnipora.
Feb17: On the third consecutive day Pulwama remained shut to protest the killings of two civilians killed on February 15 by army and police.
Feb 18: A complete shutdown was observed for the fourth consecutive day in parts of this south Kashmir district against the killing of three persons, including two civilians, on Sunday
Feb 19: Arrest of a boy by police triggered protest in Nawa Kadal area of Srinagar down town. 
Feb 20: In a militant attack two CRPF personnel were killed and nine injured at Sampora, Pompore area of Pulwama district.  While a civilian lost his life when caught in cross firing between CRPF and militants, who later entered in to a nearby government building to engage the armed forces. The civilian has been identified as Abdul Gani Mir. 
Feb 21: Three army men, including two Captains, and a militant were killed in encounter in Sampora, Pampore of Pulwama district.   While the encounter was going on youth assembled, some distance away from encounter site, to protest and raised slogans to help militants to escape, however, state forces to disband them fired bullets and tear smoke shells. In the state action five youth suffered injuries including one received bullet in his leg.  
Feb 22: All the three militants, including one on Fen 21,  hold up in EDI, a government building were killed during the encounter. All the three, the police and army claimed were foreigners. Meanwhile, a man was shot dead allegedly by the police in Saroor area of Samba during the demolition drive. The deceased was identified as Mohammed Yaqoob son of Rehmat Ali.
Feb 23: The Pampore area observed a shutdown to mourn the killing of three “foreign” militants killed in an encounter with army on February 22. 
Feb 24: The Pampore and its adjacent areas observed a shutdown to mourn the killing of three “foreign” militants killed in an encounter with army on February 22. 
Feb 25: No incident of violence reported.
Feb 26: No incident of violence reported.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Feb 27: Kashmir valley observed a day shutdown to protest the harassment of Kashmiri students studying in JNU and to express solidarity with the student community who face sedition charges for raising their voice against oppression. 
Feb 28: No incident of violence reported.
Feb 29: No incident of violence reported.
